Brachiacantha Dejean 1837 (Coleoptera: Coccinellidae: Hyperaspini) is a New World genus with approximately 50 species and subspecies distributed from Canada to Argentina (Leng 1911; Gordon 1985) . Brachiacantha quadripunctata (Melsheimer) is distributed over the eastern United States with 2 allopatric subspecies that have distinct elytral color patterns (Leng 1911; Gordon 1985) . The elytron of B. quadripunctata quadripunctata (Melsheimer) has a basal spot and an apical spot in females, and an additional humeral spot that is often confluent with the basal spot in males (Fig. 1) . The elytron of B. quadripunctata flavifrons Mulsant has 1 marginal spot in addition to the basal and apical spots (Fig. 2) . Brachiacantha quadripunctata quadripunctata has a northern distribution from Kansas to Massachusetts, and south into Arkansas and Tennessee, whereas B. quadripunctata flavifrons is distributed in the southeastern U.S. from North Carolina to northern Florida and westward to southern Alabama (Gordon 1985) . Neither subspecies has been recorded from Mississippi (Gordon 1985) . Leng (1911) stated that the distribution of B. quadripunctata includes Mississippi and Louisiana, but he provided no records of this species for those states. However, in reviewing curated beetles, we discovered specimens of both B. quadripunctata quadripunctata and B. quadripunctata flavifrons from Mississippi, and here report their first records from the state.
New records of adult beetles were obtained from specimens in insect collections at the University of Mississippi (UMIC) and Mississippi Entomological Museum (MEM), Mississippi State University. We failed to find any B. quadripunctata quadripunctata or B. quadripunctata flavifrons from Mississippi in the collection database frons from Mississippi establishes state records of these subspecies, and these records extend their known geographic distributions about 150 km, respectively, southward and westward. Moreover, their co-occurrence in Choctaw County in Jun 1971 shows that these subspecies are sympatric and synchronic in this part of their range, and contrast with previous collections records that have shown that B. quadripunctata quadripunctata and B. quadripunctata flavifrons are allopatric (Gordon 1985) .
The presence of both subspecies of B. quadripunctata suggests that each elytral color phenotype is generally favored in Mississippi. However, additional studies are needed to determine whether distinct phenotypes are maintained possibly under genetic introgression between the 2 subspecies, or if phenotypes are maintained because introgression is limited or perhaps absent. Other studies are needed to survey for the 2 subspecies in other areas in which their ranges could potentially overlap (i.e., northern Alabama, northern Georgia, and eastern Tennessee).
Little is known about the bionomics of Brachiacantha species and factors that determine their abundance (Gordon 1985; Majka & Robinson 2009 ). For instance, there is only very limited information regarding the larvae of Brachiacantha, but in the few known instances they have been associated with root-feeding coccids and aphids found in ant nests (Leng 1911; Gordon 1985) . Wheeler (1911) found larvae of B. quadripunctata quadripunctata in nests of the ant, Lasius flavus (F.) (as Lasius umbratus var. aphidicola), provisioned with root coccids and root aphids, but we are unaware of any reports for B. quadripunctata flavifrons. Similarly, published accounts on the ecology of adult Brachiacantha are generally lacking (Acorn 2007; Majka & Robinson 2009) . Thus, additional studies are needed to understand factors that may allow the subspecies of B. quadripunctata to overlap in distribution in Mississippi but drive allopatry between them in other areas.
Faunal lists may increase from additional collecting, curation and examination of previously collected material, and geographic range expansion of species (Fauske et al. 2003; McCorquodale & Bondrup-Nielsen 2004) . In the present study, discovery of specimens of B. quadripunctata quadripunctata and B. quadripunctata flavifrons dating to 1971 came from the examination of previously collected material. This discovery reinforces the argument that ongoing curation and periodic review of collections is important in maintaining accurate regional lists of species for comparisons across geographic regions, and for developing hypotheses about changes in faunal distributions over time (Brodman et al. 2002; McCorquodale & Bondrup-Nielsen 2004; Hesler & Kieckhefer 2008) .
SUMMARY
The first records of the lady beetles Brachiacantha quadripunctata quadripunctata (Melsheimer) and B. quadripunctata flavifrons Mulsant from Mississippi and their occurrence in sympatry are reported following a review of previously collected material. The new records also extend the known geographic distribution of B. quadripunctata quadripunctata and B. quadripunctata flavifrons about 150 km, respectively, southward and westward. Our findings support the argument that ongoing curation and periodic review of collections is critical for maintaining accurate regional faunal lists, in developing hypotheses about the geographic distributions of species, and to track changes in both through time. 
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